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The east, then, has demanded its own industry for
defence and for the building up of socialism, and if industry
must come, coal must be found. So Soviet geologists again
map the strata and drive the stakes: this time along the
Amur River, which flows into the ocean north of Japan.
Here is found a coal-basin in the east as rich as the Donetz
basin in the west, and with icsources estimated at 100,000
million tons.

Yet another field clamours for mention. Herr Hitler
has viewed it \vith covetous eyes, and said so before the
Soviet Union grew too strong to make him look that way so
eagerly as formerly. It lies in the Ural Mountains, which
cut the Soviet Union into eastern and western halves, and
it is situated in a region where iron ore also exists in abun-
dance. The combination of these minerals gives peculiar
importance to the Ural coal-field. For iron ore is useless
without coal. Imported coal costs 40 rubles a ton: local
coal only 22-27 rubles, and thus is helping to bring into
existence one of the largest iron-producing centres of the
world. By 1942 thirty-five new mines are to be opened in
the Urals and the planned output will increase to t\\ o and
a half times its present figure.

Science has done many things for coal. Geological
science discovers coal. Engineering science excavates
coal, drills it, saws it, lifts it on to travelling-belts and trans-
ports it. Chemical science takes coal and distils tars, scents,
colours, foodstuffs, and drugs from it. Science reduces work-
ing hours at the coal-face. Science frees men from peculiarly
perilous jobs which thrust them into the bowels of the earth,
cramp them, double them up and remove them from the
light of day.

And when science, in the Soviet Union, sets men free
from one job, it provides them with other work; it does not,
as we have seen, throw them on the scrap-heap.

Science is never still. It moves to fresh achievement.
Science, in the Soviet Union, has an eye to health and
beauty as well as material production. It aids the artist
and the doctor. Science, as we have seen, gasifies coal in
the seam and, with a minimum of human aid, delivers light
heat, and power direct to the users, preventing the consump-